- A .

e 3 NS
i
! il
Journal of Entrepreneurship and Innovation Research &)Tb/,,ij, _/’j/’,’

IIEI?" "
Homepage: https://journal.iransaei.ir

Development of Rural Entrepreneurship by Using the Capacities of the Social
Insurance Fund of Farmers, Villagers and Nomads of Iran Based on Social
Businesses

Hossein akrami Arani “! | Reza Zaefarian 2= | Hamid Padash 3

1. Masters student of Entrepreneurship, Faculty of Entrepreneurship, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
Email:hosseinakrami@ut.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Development Entrepreneurship Department, Faculty of Entrepreneurship, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran. Email: rzaefarian@ut.ac.ir

3. Associate prof., Department of Corporate Entrepreneurship, Faculty of Entrepreneurship, University of Tehran,Tehran, Iran.
Email:padash@ut.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Objective: The objective of this study is to investigate the role of insurance funds in
promoting rural entrepreneurship and developing businesses in rural areas. The study draws
inspiration from the theory of new institutionalism and emphasizes the importance of

Avrticle history: accepting institutional beliefs, developing institutions, and creating supportive
infrastructures for rural entrepreneurship.

Methodology: This study adopts an action research approach to examine the structure and

Received 4 March 2023 business model of insurance funds in rural areas. The research is guided by social business
Received in revised form 23 models and the theory of institutionalism. The primary focus is to explore the potential for
May 2023 expanding the role of insurance funds beyond traditional coverage and to align them with the
Accepted 25 July 2023 institutional beliefs and needs of rural communities. The opinions of 20 experts are collected
Published online 22 September  and analyzed to gain insights into the topic.

2023 Findings: The research findings indicate that insurance funds, in addition to providing

insurance coverage, can effectively address various challenges faced by rural communities.
These challenges include limited access to financial resources, education, business consulting,
market opportunities, and technology. By expanding their services and incorporating
additional support functions, insurance funds have the potential to contribute significantly to
the development, sustainability, and prosperity of rural businesses.

Keywords: Social insurance The study identifies several key aspects that need to be considered for the transformation of
fund for farmers, insurance funds. These include requirements for change, existing capacities, barriers to
villagers and change, social challenges, and responsive services. The research also highlights the
nomads, social importance of defining and promoting certain values, as well as developing the necessary
entrepreneurship, competer_mies among emplo_yee_s to e_ffectively implement the proposed_ cha_nges. _
rural Conclusion: Based on the findings, it can be concluded that restructuring insurance funds in
entrepreneurship, rural areas is essential for fostering rural entrepreneurship and promoting business
social business development. By aligning with institutional beliefs, addressing the diverse needs of rural
model communities, and expanding their services beyond insurance coverage, insurance funds can

become instrumental in supporting rural businesses. The proposed changes, including the
identified requirements, capacities, responsive services, values, and competencies, can serve
as a roadmap for enhancing the effectiveness and impact of insurance funds in rural areas.
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