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Obijective: Digital entrepreneurship is nowadays considered as one of the effective tools in the
development and progress of cities. The use of digital tools in the city branding process can lead to
increased access, interaction, and participation of citizens and tourists, which in turn will contribute to
the promotion of the city's brand and the attraction of investment and tourism development. In this
regard, digital entrepreneurs, using digital technologies, create innovative and technology-based
businesses, and with multiple skills, offer customer-centric products and services in online environments,
and develop flexible business models. The presence and activity of these entrepreneurs in a city can help
increase the city's reputation and strengthen its brand. This is achieved through attracting investment,
creating job opportunities, and enhancing the city's innovative outlook. Therefore, the purpose of this
research is to design a model for city branding based on digital entrepreneurship, which can be used as
a framework for the development and improvement of the city's brand using the capacities of digital
entrepreneurship.

Method: In this research, a mixed approach was used to collect and analyze the data. In the qualitative
part, 23 experts were interviewed until theoretical saturation was reached, and in the quantitative part,
240 participants were selected using a simple random sampling method with the Cochran formula. After
collecting the interview data, the content analysis method was used to uncover the hidden content of the
interviews, and the coding process was carried out using the Atlas.ti software, leading to the formation
of the conceptual model of the research. Then, in the quantitative part, the relationships between the
model constructs were analyzed and evaluated using the data obtained from the closed-ended
questionnaire, the structural equation modeling method, and the SmartPLS software.

Findings: City branding factors (including infrastructure, branding strategies, competitiveness, and place
marketing) with a coefficient of 0.387, and digital entrepreneurship factors (including infrastructure,
intra-organizational factors, and extra-organizational factors) with a coefficient of 0.238, have a direct
and significant effect on city branding. It was also found that the intra-organizational factors dimension
with a standardized regression coefficient of 0.744 has the greatest impact on digital entrepreneurship
factors, and the extra-organizational factors and infrastructure dimensions, with standardized regression
coefficients of 0.395 and 0.249, respectively, are in the next priorities.

Conclusion: Based on the research results, attention to factors related to creating an innovative and
dynamic environment for startups, attracting investment and talents, and increasing employment in the
field of digital entrepreneurship can lead to economic growth and improving the city's position at the
national and international levels. Also, simultaneous attention to city branding and digital
entrepreneurship and strengthening the interaction between these two areas can play an important role in
improving the position of cities, attracting investment and creative talents, creating jobs and businesses,
and ultimately, sustainable urban development.
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